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Standard for Commercial
Support

Mndependence of the scientific programme

Mndependence of the faculty/speakers
(Disclosure)

¥Control of the promotional and educational
materials

¥Control of logos




The main objective of Commercial
Support Regulation

To ensure the independence of CME/
CPD activities by preventing the
commercial bias

COl is not bias but a “tendency” toward
bias (M. Davis)




Regulation for Commercial
Support

M egal framework

e European
e National

¥Codes of conduct

e Industry
e Health Care Professionals




Regulations

- National
e UK : ABPI

o UK :

Federation of Royal Colleges of Physicians

e Belgium: Mdeon
e Spain : SACME

e USA

- ACCME Standards-on.Commercial Support

e Canada : Canadian Medical Association

- Global

e Euro
e Furo
e Euro

e : Joint declaration CPME - EFPIA
ne . UEMS-EACCME Standards on Commercial Support

ne : EFPIA and EUCOMED codes

¢ \Worldwide : Rome Group Guidelines on Commercial Support




Directive 2001/83

1. Where medicinal products are being promoted to
persons qualified to prescribe or supply them, no
gifts, pecuniary advantages or benefits in kind may
be supplied, offered or promised to such persons
unless they are inexpensive and relevant to the
practice of medicine or pharmacy.

. Hospitality at sales promotion events shall always
be strictly limited to their main purpose and must
not be extended to persons other than health-care
professionals. (Dir. 2004/27)




Directive 2001/83

3. Persons qualified to prescribe or supply medicinal
products shall not solicit or accept any inducement
prohibited under paragraph 1 or contrary to
paragraph 2.

4. Existing measures or trade practices in Member
States relating to prices, margins and discounts
shall not be affected by paragraphs 1, 2 and 3




Satellite Symposia

¥Danger of “biased information”

¥Sometimes the only source of information in
certain domains

Meed to assess clearly the objectives
Misclosure of potential conflict interest
MFaculty, fully independent

¥Solution relates in the ECMEC system of
credits

No additional credits...




Rationale for commercial
support regulation

¥Commercial support accounts for more than
60% of CME/CPD offer in Europe and the
USA.

¥Commercial support is essential to assure
the access of physicians to qualified CME/
CPD, complementing the resources
allocated by employers and the health
administration (in many European
countries)




Definition of Commercial
Support

Financial or other kind of contributions
given by a commercial organization which is
used to pay all or part of the costs of a CME/

CPD activity




Commercial Support

The main objective of Commercial Support’s
Regulation is to ensure the independence of CME
activities by preventing the commercial bias. These
codes can be

¥National MDeon

e European EFPIA - Eucomed
¢ International IFPMA




Unrestricted grant

Problems to assess this
Some possible solutions ?

Mdeon




» Independent body OregulatingO the sponsoring of
events

* |s mandated by the government
* Organized by thethree main partners

— Industry
* Pharmaceutical Industry (pharma.be)
* |ndustry of the Generic Products (Febelgen)
* Medical Devices (Unamec)

— Pharmacists

— Doctors
 General Practitioners
« Specialists




Pharmacists

| i\pn

OPHACO

Common ethical
healthplatform

Industry

&7

pharma.be

Veterinaries

Fcﬁ...f‘x\[et
Dentists

Physicians
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Rome CME-
CPD Group

Rome Group

Leaders inthe field of CME-CPD In
Europe, the USA as well as Canada

Professional Associations as well as
Accreditation Authorities

Representatives-of Scientific Societies




Commercial Support in the Rome Group
Document “Consensus on Basic Values and
Responsibilities underlying the Substantial

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PROVIDER/ORGANIZER OF

CME/CPD ACTIVITIES TO BE FULFILLED IN ORDER TO
GRANT CREDITS

2.11. Any commercial 'sponsorship: or interests -of the
activity ' planner,  presenters, -or - facilitators - must: be
glsccl:_losed to-the ‘provider/organizer-and: the ‘accrediting
odies

2.12. Any support, sponsorship of -funding by
commercial heatlh care organizations must not influence
the structure or content of the educational activity and
should be made clear  to the -participants and the
accrediting bodies




Conclusions

- CME without Industry support is nearly
iImpossible

“ Industry ban is not the solution

I Clear rules are much more effective




OIf you think education is
expensive, you should consider
ignarance.O

Socrates (469 b 399 BC)
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U.E.M.S.

Union EuropZenne-des MZdecins
SpZcialistes

European Union of Medical Specialists

www.uems.net




